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ride round the Kingdom, and observe the face of Nature,
or the face of the natives, the improvement of the land, the
thriving numerous plantations, the noble woods, the abund-
ance and vicinity of country seats, the commodious farmers
houses and barns, the towns and villages, where everybody
is busy and thriving with all kind of manufactures, the shops
full of goods wrought to perfection, and filled with customers,
the comfortable diet and dress, and dwellings of the people,
the vast numbers of ships m our harbours and docks, and
shipwrights in our sea-port towns. The roads crowded with
carriers laden with rich manufactures, the perpetual con-
course to and fro of pompous equipages.

With what envy and admiration would these gentlemen
return from so delightful a progress ? What glorious reports
would they make when they went back to England ?

But my heart is too heavy to continue this journey1 longer,
for it is manifest that whatever stranger took such a journey,
would be apt to think himself travelling in Lapland or
Ysland,2 rather than in a country so favoured by Nature as
ours, both in frmtfulness of soil, and temperature of climate.
The miserable dress, and diet, and dwelling of the people.
The general desolation in most parts of the Kingdom. The
old seats of the nobility and gentry all in ruins, and no new
ones in their stead. The families of farmers who pay great
rents, living in filth and nastmess upon butter-milk and
potatoes, without a shoe or stocking to their feet, or a
house so convenient as an English hog-sty to receive them.3
These indeed may be comfortable sights to an English
spectator, who comes for a short time only to learn the
language, and returns back to his own country, whither he
finds all our wealth transmitted.

Nostra tmsertd magnus es.
There is not one argument used to prove the riches of

1  Faulkner and Scott print this word " irony," but the original edi-
tion has it as printed in the text     [T  S.]

2  The original edition has this as ** Island."   Scott and the previous
editors print it as in the text.   Iceland is, no doubt, referred to   [T. S.]

3  Bishop Nicholson, quoted by Lecky, speaks of the miserable hovels
in which the people lived, and the almost complete absence of clothing.
[T. S.]